Shelley Marie Schafer
April 10, 1954 - May 15, 2018

It is with great sadness that the family of Shelley Schafer, 64, announce her passing on
May 15, 2018 in her home.
Shelley was born in Miles City, Montana and graduated from Custer County High School.
She attended Eastern Montana College and later moved to Anaconda with her family.
Shelley was talented in all things crafty and loved to knit. She attended and participated in
craft bazaars throughout Montana, including Alive After Five in Anaconda. She also loved
to bake and can food which she gladly shared jellies, relishes and baked goods with all
her friends, family and acquaintances.
Shelley worked as a Recess monitor and Lunchroom Aid for Lincoln School and W.K.
Dwyer School for over twenty years. Shelley was diagnosed with Stage 4 liver cancer in
September 2017 and successfully received six rounds of chemotherapy. Her positive
attitude and will to live during this time contributed to the news that her liver cancer was in
remission as of January 2018. She was thrilled and continued with her healthy outlook on
life. Shelley was generous to all, kind hearted and a strong woman. Shelley was the
epitome of a survivor.
Shelley was a member of the Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church and loved animals.
But, the thing that brought the most joy to her life and heart were her two daughters and
her grandchildren.
Shelley was preceded in death by her mother, Colleen Marinkovich; grandmother, Susie
Elmore; uncle, Bobby Marinkovich.
Shelley is survived by her daughters, Susie Schafer and Jennifer Dodson-Cantu;
grandchildren, Alyssa and T.J. Matteson and Angelynn, Landon, Lainey and Benjamin
Dodson-Cantu; father Dan Marinkovich; sisters; Kane Boyce and her husband Pete,
Johnna Kovacich and her husband John, Jaimie Marinkovich, Danette Shirley and her
husband Bob; former husband Ron Schafer.

Shelley’s funeral service will be held at Longfellow Finnegan Riddle Funeral Home, 107
Oak Street, Anaconda, on Thursday, May 24, 2018 at 11 a.m. Father Russell Radoicich
will officiate the services. Visitation will occur prior to the service at 10 a.m.
Graveside service will follow at Upper Hill Cemetery
In lieu of flowers memorial donations may be made to the donor’s choice.
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Comments

“

me and my grandma shelley was the strongest women in my life she understood me
and my "problems" i could always talk to her when i needed someone to talk to she
was my shoulder to cry on and i love her dearly rest in peace grandma shelley...
Heaven Was Needing a Hero
a song that reminds me of my dearest grandma.
Jo Dee Messina
I came by today to see you
Though I had to let you know
If I knew the last time that I held you was the last time
I'd have held you and never let go
Oh it's kept me awake night wonderin'
I lie in the dark, just asking why?
I've always been told you won't be called home until it's your time
I guess Heaven was needing a hero
Somebody just like you
Brave enough to stand up for what you believe and follow it through
When I try to make it make sense in my mind
The only conclusion I come to
Is that Heaven was needing a hero like you
I remember the last time I saw you
Oh you held your head up proud
I laughed inside when I saw how you were standing out in the crowd
You're such a part of who I am
Now that part will just be void
No matter how much I need you now
Heaven needed you more
'Cause Heaven was needing a hero
Somebody just like you
Brave enough to stand up for what you believe and follow it though
When I try to make it make sense in my mind
The only conclusion I come to
Is that Heaven was needing a hero like you
Yes, Heaven was needing a hero, that's you

alyssa matteson - October 16, 2019 at 12:55 PM

“

I worked with Shelly way back in 1984 at Fairmont condos. She was so sweet. I
happened across her obituary as I was looking for a cousins obituary. May she rest in
peace and condolences to her family.
Deborah Fifield

Deborah Fifield - June 06, 2018 at 10:11 PM

“

Shelley was my aunt, the sweetest woman, with the warmest heart. Always prepared
with treats and hugs. My children, although we only saw her once a year, will always
laugh about her chickens, puppy dog kisses and eating berries straight from the
bush. They will forever be changed by her loss. The pain is fresh, and deep. We all
have lost her. I am so happy I have the memories I do, and no one can take them
away.

Courtney - May 29, 2018 at 12:56 PM

“

We are deeply saddened by the loss of Shelley. She gave us the most important gift
she could give to anyone. We will always be grateful for Jennifer and thank you, the
family for embracing Jennifer in your extended family. We will continue to pray for all
of you as you recover and carry on. With love, prayers and appreciation to Shelley,
Colleen, and Dan. David and Dian Dodson

David and Dian Dodson - May 24, 2018 at 01:02 PM

“

I have known Shelly for many years from when my son and neice went to school with
Susie . A nice memory I have is one day last year when I had taken my
grandchildren to school one morning and I was talking to Shelly and I told her about
how this was the first year of school for two of my grandchildren who were just
starting kindergarden and she told me not to worry about anything and that she
would take good care of them for me. Just the other day one of these grandchildren
who is now in first grade told me that she was sad because she is already missing
her good buddy Shelly. She touched the lives of many people and was loved by
anybody who knew her. To Shelly's family I will be keeping you all In my prayers.

Terri Trainor - May 23, 2018 at 03:56 AM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Shelley Marie Schafer.

May 22, 2018 at 11:21 PM

“

I had just started to get to know Shelley. I know that she had a sweet, caring soul.
She always wanted to make people around her happy. She didn't need to do that,
just knowing what a good soul she had was enough. I was the problem of others if
they didn't take the time to get to know her.
Sue Frank
"The Bird Whisperer" She knows what I mean.

Sue Frank - May 22, 2018 at 04:55 PM

“

Shelley was a very sweet giving loving woman we miss you and love you our
condolence to the family of Shelley she will be missed rest in peace my friend fly high
and and watch over us like the angel you are

Theresa McLaughlin - May 22, 2018 at 04:35 PM

“

I was deeply saddened by Shelly’s passing. We were friends many, many years ago
when she came down to Ekalaka to visit her grandmother Susie Elmore. She will
never be forgotten for being such an important family member. May Shelly RIP
forever.
George Birtič , 809 Spooner Road, Belgrade, Mt.

George Birtic - May 22, 2018 at 01:55 PM

“

Mom, your strength is unfathomable. Thank you for all the hard things you had to do
to give me the life I have. I just cannot believe you are gone. I love you more than
words

Jennifer (Marie) Dodson-Cantu-firstborn - May 22, 2018 at 12:40 PM

“

“

I miss her so much she was a beautiful soul
Theresa - May 24, 2018 at 06:51 AM

Sending our deepest condolences to Shelley’s Family and friends.
Traci Dodson-Payne and family

Traci Payne - May 22, 2018 at 12:08 PM

“

Shelly, was the sweetest person always had a kind and loving heart. Shelly loved her
school kids. And the in turn loved her. May You Rest In Peace Shelly.

Teresa Obenauer - May 22, 2018 at 01:24 AM

“

Shelley and I were in school together from 1st to 12th grade. I remember a fun
slumber party at her home! She was also a friend to all and a sweet gentle soul. I am
so very sorry for her passing. I am happy and blessed to have known her.

Denise Oberlander Harvey - May 21, 2018 at 10:42 PM

“

Shelley was the Lund families beloved babysitter during her high school years. She
became a lifelong friend. Shelley and I talked several times a year and we shared
news of her family and our family. She was a gentle, kind and loving soul. She and I
had a date for the 17th of June when she planned to be in Miles City for her class
reunion. Shelley, I will honor that day with special memories and prayers for you and
your family. Shelley now graces Heaven with her presence. Dan, Shelley shared
what a strength and support you were during her cancer treatments. She so loved
her father, siblings, children and grandchildren. May each of your find comfort and
peace in memories of her love. God bless. Shirley Lund

Shirley Lund - May 21, 2018 at 04:06 PM

“

My Dear Friend Shelley, I will miss you so much. Your smile, your personality and
your love of fun and innocent mischief i will miss the most. Shelley was a very caring
and giving person. She was grateful for everyone that helped her through her illness
and went out of her way to make a jar of her famous zucchini relish or something she
knitted for everyone who touched her heart. Shelley made every day at work fun and
she loved the children very much. The children loved and missed Shelley too! Going
to work and being with the kids was the best part of her day and she missed being
there terribly. When she would visit she would be surrounded by children who just
wanted to give her a hug. I love you Shelley and know that you are surrounded by
angels in heaven. Love Wendy.

WENDY L NARDACCI - May 21, 2018 at 11:08 AM

