Alice Joan Finnegan
November 10, 1940 - July 30, 2017

Alice Joan Finnegan passed away in her home, embraced by her loving husband and son,
on July 30, 2017.
Born, raised and educated in Anaconda, second of fourteen children, along with her
parents Albert and Alice (Kelly) Clark, generated the constant hum in and around the
family home which still continues to this day.
Within eight months after high school graduation, she spread her wings and relocated to
Seattle, Washington, where she was employed as a processing clerk. In April of 1961,
Alice married her high school sweetheart and love of her life, Larry, who was stationed in
Texas. Here she gave birth to their first child, Alan, and after a transfer to Arizona, gave
birth to their second child, Craig. Alice and her family returned to Anaconda in November
of 1965.
Alice’s family was her first focus. Every Sunday was a family dinner at her parent’s home
on West 3rd, where all her siblings, nieces and nephews gathered. She was the best
homemaker, seamstress, cook, gardener and family historian. Everyone who knew her
benefited from her giving nature which is how she demonstrated her love to all.
She was totally devoted to her husband and their marriage was filled with love, trust,
support, humor and commitment; which she said helped her to achieve her successes.
Her fierce belief in preserving Anaconda’s history drove her to be one of the founders of
the Tri-County Historical Society (presently the Marcus Daly Historical Society). And
served as it’s volunteer director until 1988. Through toil and tears she was instrumental in
saving Anaconda’s Smoke Stack, Davidson Block, Copper Village Museum, the City Hall
and the city’s historical street lights.
Alice honed her interest in historical research as a federal census worker and professional
genealogist. It was during this time she realized the unique community within Anaconda’s

boundary known as “Goosetown” needed its history more closely researched. Thus, was
born one of her greater accomplishments authoring the book “Goosetown In Their Own
Words”.
One of Montana’s greatest historians leaves behind a legacy greater than the scope of our
vision. Her energy and inspiration is imbued throughout the city of Anaconda, it’s
residence and her family. She is held in high esteem and will be remembered for her love
of history, her contributions to community and her dedication to family.
Alice is preceded in death by her parents, brothers, Joseph and Gene and her son Craig.
Alice is survived by her husband Larry Finnegan, her son and his wife, Alan (Michelle)
Finnegan, her grandchildren, Collin Blackett, McCauley Finnegan and Heath Finnegan.
Siblings include; Albert Clark, Robert (Nancy) Clark, Larry (Barbara) Clark, Mary Lou (Jim)
Furas, Ruth Ann Puccinelli, Barbara (Dan) Whittaker, Janice (Tom) Sweeney, Jerry (Cindy)
Clark, Susan Clark, Bill (Fran) Clark, Laureen (Rob) Hensley and numerous nieces and
nephews.
Visitation will begin at 5:00 p.m. tonight (Wednesday), August 2, 2017 at the Longfellow
Finnegan Riddle Funeral Chapel with the Vigil starting at 7:00 p.m.
Mass of Christian Burial will be held at St. Peter’s Catholic Church on Thursday, August 3,
2017 at 10:30 a.m. There will be one hour of visitation prior to the service at the church.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be sent to Camp Mak-A-Dream, PO Box 1450, Missoula,
MT 59806-1450 or a charity of the donor’s choice.
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Vigil

07:00PM

Longfellow Finnegan Riddle Funeral Home
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Mass of Christian Burial

10:30AM

St. Peter's Catholic Church
4th St. and Alder St., Anaconda, MT, US, 59711

Comments

“

I had the great honor of working with Alice on her book "Goosetown: In Their Own
Words." She was a wonderful historian and a lovely person. I so appreciate what she
did for Montana history during her lifetime.--Martha Kohl, Helena

Martha Kohl - August 03, 2017 at 09:53 AM

“

Larry and family
We were so sorry to hear about Alice, she was a great lady and will always be
remembered. Prayers for you all.
Barbara and David Clark

Barbara Clark - August 03, 2017 at 07:41 AM

“

Larry & Family
So sorry to hear of Alice's passing. She was beautiful inside and out.
May Our Heavenly Father give Comfort and Peace to all her family and friends.
You are our Angel now and you can fly with the other angels.
Mary Lou Pozega McDaniel/Greeley, Colo.

Mary Lou Pozega McDaniel - August 03, 2017 at 03:16 AM

“

My condolences to Larry and all of Alice's family. Alice was one of the first historians I
met in Montana when I came here as a graduate student and I always hoped to
emulate her courage and feistiness, but I'm not sure anyone could. She generously
shared some of her research with me decades ago, and modeled intellectual and
professional generosity. I was so happy when she published her Goosetown book
and was able to see how much her work meant to people. She is a Montana
treasure.
Mary Murphy, Bozeman, Montana

Mary Murphy - August 02, 2017 at 08:15 PM

“

Our deepest condolences go out to Larry & his family.
Sincerely Rich & Linda Caprara

Tammy Schelin - August 02, 2017 at 05:21 PM

“

Alice is a treasure and I am so grateful to call her my friend. To Larry and the rest of
her family, my prayers are with you. I am unable to be at the service, which I regret. I
will always remember her indomitable spirit. Carleen Bonham Layne

Carleen B Layne - August 02, 2017 at 02:24 PM

“

Alice Joan was my first babysitter when we moved to West Third when I was four. I
loved her then for her warm smile and her kindness. She remained kind and gentle
throughout her life. Years later, I admired her many accomplishments, most involving
her work in preservation of Anaconda's history and treasured landmarks. My
husband met her through genealogy and I learned of another of her many talents.
She was dedicated to family and maintaining its history. Such a beautiful soul! She
will be welcomed into her heavenly home with open arms, and I'm sure she will
continue to care for all her loved ones from there. Rest In Peace, Alice Joan.
Cherie Boehler Fisher, Yuma, AZ

Cherie Boehler Fisher - August 02, 2017 at 11:33 AM

“

I so enjoyed working with Alice at the University of Montana when she was living
here. What a lovely women, who persevered thru many health issues. Her book on
Goosetown was a major accomplishment that, along with her family, will always
preserve her memory.
My thoughts and prayers are with her family.
Peg Schalk

Peg Schalk - August 02, 2017 at 10:08 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with her family. Polly Hagen-Jones

Polly - August 02, 2017 at 09:03 AM

“

My heart goes out to one of the greatest family of people I have had the honor to
meet and know. Strong in love, strong in faith and family values. Love and peace to
you in the passing of one of your own. Bonnie

Bonnie - August 02, 2017 at 08:11 AM

