Marijo Peck Jacobs
January 21, 1950 - July 29, 2016

Family and friends are mourning the death of Marijo Peck Jacobs who died at her home in
Anaconda on July 29. Though her 66 years took her down many paths, her greatest joys
through many of those years were her two accomplished children, Angie, Whitefish’s City
Attorney, and Nate, a construction engineer in Las Vegas. In her last years her greatest
delight came from her grandson, Dane Floch.
Always a Montana woman in heart and soul, Marijo was part of Lake McDonald’s Powell
clan and the Pecks of Columbia Falls. Both were large families, and she was surrounded
throughout her life by many loving aunts, uncles and cousins. She embraced her smalltown roots in Choteau where she was raised with five sisters and brothers. Though she
lived in some of Montana’s larger cities, she was most contented in the rural surroundings
of her childhood and then Frenchtown, where she raised her own family, and in Deer
Lodge and Anaconda, where she resided her last decade.
Her life’s work was often spent in healing practices and in service to others. She worked
as a surgical RN in Missoula following graduation from Montana State University. After
marrying Dan Jacobs, her high-school sweetheart, she devoted herself to their family and
home, but often took jobs for extras—such as fencing their field and buying a horse for her
children. Perhaps there will never be a more generous heart, a better gardener, a more
avid reader or a tidier housekeeper in all of the Clark Fork Valley. While living there she
became an assistant to renowned folk artist Hanneke Ippisch and helped design many
themed wooden nativities. She also worked in the school cafeteria where she refined her
cooking skills so she could treat loved ones for years to her Tunnel of Fudge Cake or her
pumpkin cheesecake. Later in Missoula, she worked as a hospice nurse, a pre-school
aide and a nursing home assistant. Her last job before her retirement was with the State
Hospital in Warm Springs, where she worked as a peer counselor.
Her ashes will be returned to hallowed ground in Glacier Park and a private ceremony will
be held with her loving family who will pause to reflect on the Native American wisdom,
the Buddhist teachings and the Christian love that radiated through her.

Comments

“

I am sad to learn a talented and compassionate woman has left us. I honestly can't
think of anyone kinder and more caring than Marijo. This was true in elementary,
junior high and high school. I never heard her say an unkind word about anyone. I
am grateful for the time we shared as roommates before graduation in Bozeman and
for our annual holiday correspondence when we began our families. My deepest
sympathy for her family and loved ones.
Diane Reisch Kane

Diane Kane - August 18, 2016 at 05:27 PM

“

My best memory of the Peck girls, was when I would visit my cousin's Grandma
Olsen, Bill Olsen's mother. The Pecks lived across the street - always fun activity
going on with them. Vibrant, loving family. I am so sorry for your loss. Donna Jean
Schilling Alexander

Donna J. Alexander - August 18, 2016 at 10:02 AM

“

I am so sad to read of Marijo's death. We worked together at a hospice in Missoula &
she was such a kind & caring woman. Everyone loved Jo. Nancy, I can only imagine
your grief & send you & your entire family my heartfelt condolences. She was so
proud of the kids & loved them unconditionally. I am so happy she was blessed to be
a grandmother.
Vickie Kammerer

Vickie Kammerer - August 16, 2016 at 03:51 PM

“

Jo was a wonderful person and role model for me. She preceded me in the nursing
program at MSU in the Nursing program and i remember being present when she
received her nurses cap in Billings. I remember her spunky spirit in high school and
also the dignified poised way she served as Worthy Advisor of Rainbow girls. My
heart is sad for all of you and hope that you find peace knowing that Jo is now
herself at peace after so many years of anguish. My thoughts and prayers are with
you all.
Donna Weist Greenwood

Donna Greenwood - August 14, 2016 at 08:01 PM

“

Mario was a childhood friend of mine. She was a generous sweet gal who will be
dearly missed. RIP my friend.

Judy Brown - August 13, 2016 at 05:46 PM

