Leonard "Barney" J. Barnes
October 19, 1919 - May 19, 2017

Leonard J. Barnes was born into the pioneer Barnes and Yuhas Families of the Helena
Valley. He was born October 19, 1919 in Helena, the son of Bernard Huber and Helen
Yuhas Barnes. He was raised north of Helena in the Wolf Creek Canyon area, attending
Wolf Creek and Mitchell Schools. He attended Craig High School.
Enlisting in the Navy on October 1, 1940, he gained his nickname of "Barney", by which
he was known for the rest of his life. Barney attended Hospital Corps School in San Diego
and Field Service School, 2nd Marine Division, Fleet Marine Force at Camp Elliott,
California. He transferred to Mobile Hospital #2 at Pearl Harbor in the fall of 1941, where
he became a Pearl Harbor survivor on December 7th. After Pearl, he was sent to serve in
New Zealand until he returned to the States to serve at Oak Knoll Hospital in Oakland,
California. He was discharged on March 22, 1945. He was a life member of the VFW and
the DAV.
On a blind date, he met Catherine Ellen Stinebaugh, a pretty red-headed student nurse.
They were married on July 7, 1941. She was his companion for 59 years until her death in
2000.
Barney was a pharmacist in Oregon, Alaska and Washington before retiring in 1964. He
and Kay traveled in their motorhome for several years before settling in the Helena Valley.
Camping, boating, fishing and hunting were his most favorite activities.
Barney passed away on May 19, 2017 at the Deer Lodge Medical Center. He was 97
years old and lived in Garrison during the summer and Mesa, Arizona during the winter.
Barney was preceded in death by his wife, his parents, a brother, Clifford and his sister,
Clara Smith. He is survived by his son, Jim Barnes (JoAnne) of Garrison; his daughter,
Karen (John) Hartling of Monument, CO; two grandsons, Sean (Pam) Hartling of
Monument, CO, and Patrick Hartling of Palmer Lake, CO; his brother-in-law, Otto (Bud)
Smith of Helena; his special companion and care-giver, Chris Read of Garrison and Mesa;

six great-grandchildren and two nephews.
Cremation has occurred and a memorial service will be held at a later date at the
Veteran’ s Cemetery at Ft. Harrison in Helena.

Cemetery
Fort Harrison
Fort Harrrison, MT,

Comments

“

Connie and I have many memories of our dear friend Barney. Connie remembers
childhood memories of Jim, Karen and Barney and Kay at family dinners and get
togethers when Barney lived in Turnagain by the sea.
We all had wonderful family get togethers at June and John Peteks house where
there was always a horshoe pitching game along with drinking a little of John and
Barneys homemade beer. Barney of course was Alaska state horshoe pitching
champion on many nights. Sometimes he won the world championship. A real
character.
I remember my first fishing trip with Barney and John Petek in 1965 up 20 mile river
for silvers. Barney called his old sears boat the submarine. We went way up 20 mile
and caught a limit of silvers and on the way back down going around a corner Barney
hit a sweeper and flipped the boat. We all ended up in 20 mile. Barney stayed on top
of the upside down boat and John and I hung on until we could grab brush and get
out as hypothermia was setting in on us. Barney swept around the corner and
somehow brought the boat to shore. We all turned it over and used a fishing boot to
bail it out. Then we floated down 20 mile to where the jeep was parked. We jumped
in and turned on the heater and warmed up. Barney lost all the fish we caught, movie
camera and 300 winchester bear gun but we all survived.
Barney brought his friend John from Montana to Alaska. They stayed at our house
and I took them fishing on the Kenai River in my boat. We caught limits of silvers the
several day we fished. Lots of fun and great memories.
Connie and I send our deepest sympathy to Jim, Karen and each of your families at
your loss. We hope you will find comfort in our memories of Barney. He will live
forever in our hearts. He was truly a gift of joy to the world. Connie and Randy
Hendrix , Eugene, Oregon.

Connie and Randy Hendrix - May 25, 2017 at 05:32 PM

“

I have not lived a single day of my life without Barney in it. He was such a good man.
I came to know him becasue he was close friends with my grandparents (Gil and
Mary Longmire) and parents (Doug and Patty Donaldson). I have so many happy
memories of Barney. I remember telling him one time that I wanted my children to get
to know him becasue he was such a good man. In true Barney fashion his answer
came back that I had better hurry up and have kids becasue he was not going to be
around forever. One of his favorite pranks happened at the dinner table. When I
reached into the butter container to butter my dinner roll he , with the expertise of a
swordsman, rapidly swiped the butter off my knife with his and used it to butter his
own dinner roll. I remember him laying in bed in the morning and calling out to Kay
"Where's my tea???" in his always playful voice. When asked if he wanted a drink he
would say "... just put a little bit in the bottom of a glass this big around.." as he held

his hands wide apart. I remember the way he discribed his "Barney head aches" as
he used his finger to trace a line around his ear over the top of his head and around
his other ear. I remember helping him paint his house and how we had to move all
his "pet spiders" off the house and onto the garage before we could start painting.
While painting my words of encouragement to him... "Come on...one more board
Barney!" All the boards are finished Barney. Looking forward to reuniting with you in
Heaven.
With love and missing you lots, ROSS L. DONALDSON
Ross Donaldson - May 25, 2017 at 01:55 PM

“

Dear Karen, Jim and families,
We were so sorry to hear of your Dad's passing. We had lost touch over the years
and I didn't know where you were all living. We have so many wonderful memories of
your Dad, Mom and both of you. Our time in Alaska with you was so fun, the Sunday
dinners, Holidays, and who could forget those Saturday night poker games? Our
Dad's were such good buddies, those two, what they didn't come up with, from
making home brew to fishing in 20 mile! I will always hold dear the kindness and the
wonderful memories you and your folks shared with us. With Love and Hugs, Cathie
and Bud

Bud and Cathie Beard - May 24, 2017 at 08:29 PM

